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Overview



Two brands with a long history of supporting shelters

Founded 2005
First shelter product launched 2012
Offering DNA testing to dog and cat 
owners worldwide
5M+ pets tested
#1 DNA test used by veterinarians

Founded in 2000
12k+ shelter partners across North 
America
72M pet searches annually
2.9M monthly users
1.1M social followers



What is Wisdom Panel Shelter Testing?



Wisdom Panel Shelter Packs are 
bundles of 10 dog DNA tests for use 

prior to adoption

Designed for affordability, efficiency, 
interest, and encouragement of informed 

adoption



What's included in Shelter Packs?

Outer envelope of Shelter Pack
10X individual kits with envelopes



What's included in the adoption reports?

Breed makeup 

down to 1% with 
estimated 3 

generation family 

tree

MDR1 Sensitivity & 

Weight Guidance

2 behavioral traits: 

nesting and paw-
crossing (after web 

report claim)

Relatives 

(after web report 
claim)

Wisdom Panel Shelter Adoption Reports

...With offer to upgrade to full Wisdom Panel web experience for access 
to traits, full disorder and full behavior results



Why DNA test shelter dogs?



From pet adopters: From shelters:

• DNA testing assists in the 

adoption process for:

o Long stay dogs

o Older dogs

o Large dogs

• Encourage compatibility of 

dogs and owners by correctly 

identifying breed make-up –

size, behavioral tendencies, 

care needs

• Test results drive interest in 

the unique qualities of the 

dog

• Adopters like to know about their 

new best friend's breed 

background

• Most would like to know about:

o Health conditions

o Behavioral pre-dispositions

• Many would be interested in 

knowing:

o Relatives



Visual identification of 
breeds is highly 
inaccurate in correctly 
identifying predominant 

breeds, even by "experts"



Olson KR, Levy JK, Norby B, Crandall MM, Broadhurst JE, Jacks S, 

Barton RC, Zimmerman MS. Inconsistent identification of pit bull-

type dogs by shelter staff. Vet J. 2015 Nov;206(2):197-202. doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tvjl.2015.07.019.

Visual ID for Mixed-Breed Dogs

• Even when observing the same dogs at the same 

time, shelter staff had only moderate agreement 

on breed.

• 1 in 5 dogs with pit bull ancestry was missed by 

all shelter staff.

• 1 in 3 dogs were mis-labeled as pit bull type by at 

least one staff member.

• Lack of consistency among shelter staff indicates 

that visual ID of pit bull-type dogs is unreliable.

Visual ID for "Pit Bull Type"

Voith, V, Travejo, R. Comparison of Visual and DNA Breed 

Identification of Dogs and Inter-Observer Reliability. Am J of Soc 

Res. 2013, 3(2):17-29. doi: 10.5923/j.sociology.20130302.02

"Expert" Dog ID

Main breed(s) identified

Main breed(s) not identified

When "Experts" 
Agreed:

Breed ID was correct

Breed ID was incorrect



Physical Traits

"Smart"
Average head 

shape
Slightly folded 

ears

Black coloring

Medium size

White spotting
"Friendly"

Mostly short fur



Example Adoption Reports



Page 1: Summary & QR Claim Code



Page 1: Summary & QR Claim Code



Page 2: Ancestry Results



Page 3: Family Tree



Page 4: MDR1 Result



Page 5 & 6: MDR1 Result & Glossary



The Science Behind Wisdom Panel



Accuracy



The Science Behind Wisdom Panel Testing

Disorder Detection* Relatives Database*Breed Detection

Largest pet health database

>99% accuracy 
Not tied to breed detection!

World's largest dog database at 

5M+ tested
Over 99% of dogs have a relative, 

over 50% have a close relative

365+ breeds

Breed detection 40x greater genetic 
resolution than competitors

The most accurate dog DNA testing on the market

*Full disorders and Relatives with upgrade



Disorders

• Leading genetic testing service of veterinarians

• 265+ genetic disorders tested with upgrade to Premium

• MDR1 Sensitivity included with all Shelter Pack tests  

• 57% of dogs have at least one disorder or risk finding



Wisdom Panel Behaviors

Wisdom Data

•4.5 million dogs

•1.5 million veterinary 

medical records

•200,000+ survey responses 

from our pet parent 

community

Wisdom Research
•150+ Genome-wide 

association studies or "DNA 
pattern hunts"

15 Genetic Behavioral 
Predispositions*

•Crossing paws (included)

•Nesting (included)

•Sleeps on back

•Splooting

•Pointing instinct

•Motion sickness

•Avoids getting wet

•Reverse sneezing

•General anxiety

•Separation anxiety

•Anal Sacs need expression

•Friendly towards 

strangers

•Fearful towards strangers

•Weight gain

*Full list of Behavioral Predispositions included with upgrade to Premium



Relatives
• Share 20% or more DNA
• 51% tested dogs have one or more
• Parents, grandparents, siblings, 

aunts/uncles, etc

Close

• Share 5-19% DNA
• 89%  tested dogs have one or 

more
• Cousins, "greats", half-

aunts/uncles/nieces/nephews

Distant

• Share 1-4% DNA
• 97% tested dogs have 

one or more
Extended

300+ million 

relationships and 

counting

~100,000 markers 

compared

Matches independent 

of breed



Questions?
Questions about getting started, pet listings, and 
ordering contact Adopt a Pet at 
helpdesk@adoptapet.com

FAQs available on Adopt a Pet's Help 
Center: https://adoptapetcom.zendesk.com/hc/en-
us/sections/28684698251547-Wisdom-Panel-Program

Questions about payment, invoicing, or portal access 
contact Wisdom Panel: 
wisdomshelters@wisdompanel.com
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https://adoptapetcom.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/28684698251547-Wisdom-Panel-Program
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https://adoptapetcom.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/28684698251547-Wisdom-Panel-Program
https://adoptapetcom.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/28684698251547-Wisdom-Panel-Program
https://adoptapetcom.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/28684698251547-Wisdom-Panel-Program
mailto:wisdomshelters@wisdompanel.com

	Default Section
	Slide 1: Shelter Pet DNA Testing Program Part 1: About the Program & Science of Wisdom Panel™ 
	Slide 2: Overview
	Slide 3: Two brands with a long history of supporting shelters 

	About shelter testing
	Slide 4: What is Wisdom Panel™ Shelter Testing?
	Slide 5: Wisdom Panel™ Shelter Packs are bundles of 10 dog DNA tests for use prior to adoption  Designed for affordability, efficiency, interest, and encouragement of informed adoption
	Slide 6: What's included in Shelter Packs?
	Slide 7: What's included in the adoption reports?

	Why test?
	Slide 8: Why DNA test shelter dogs?
	Slide 9: From pet adopters:
	Slide 10: Visual identification of breeds is highly inaccurate in correctly identifying predominant breeds, even by "experts"
	Slide 11: Olson KR, Levy JK, Norby B, Crandall MM, Broadhurst JE, Jacks S, Barton RC, Zimmerman MS. Inconsistent identification of pit bull-type dogs by shelter staff. Vet J. 2015 Nov;206(2):197-202. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tvjl.2015.07.019.
	Slide 12: Physical Traits

	Example Reports
	Slide 13: Example Adoption Reports
	Slide 14: Page 1: Summary & QR Claim Code
	Slide 15: Page 1: Summary & QR Claim Code
	Slide 16: Page 2: Ancestry Results
	Slide 17: Page 3: Family Tree
	Slide 18: Page 4: MDR1 Result
	Slide 19: Page 5 & 6: MDR1 Result & Glossary

	Science of Wisdom Panel
	Slide 20: The Science Behind Wisdom Panel™
	Slide 21: Accuracy
	Slide 22: The Science Behind Wisdom Panel™ Testing
	Slide 23: Disorders
	Slide 24: Wisdom Panel™ Behaviors
	Slide 25: Relatives
	Slide 26: Questions?  


